
Vision
Study 15 : Family Life

Family Life:! That, whatever our circumstances, our home life 
would be honouring to God.

(St James Vision document.)

As with the workplace people’s home situations vary so much that it is quite 
difficult to have a general discussion.

1. Does it matter?
When a politician does something in their private life that causes a 
scandal, does it matter and if so why?

We have seen in recent years changes in legislation being used to 
try to keep the misdemeanours of celebrities out of the public eye. 
Should such things be kept private, is it important that people know 
what public figures get up to in private, or are we just feeding our 
own ungodly desires in wanting to know and tut?

In most secular job interviews people are not now expected to ask 
questions about a person’s private life. There has been pressure to 
do this in the church interviews too and it is said that it is already 
forbidden in some European countries. Does it matter what church 
leaders do in private?

Is there a danger that churches can give the impression that being 
unmarried or widowed is somehow second best.  Why does Paul 
apparently say the opposite in 1 Cor 7.8 and following?

Practice hospitality
Read 1 Pet 4.9 or Rom 12.13.
Why is hospitality something commended to Christians? How can we 
live this out in our own homes?

Prayer
Thank God for the many families who are part of our fellowship at St 
James. Pray that they would be homes where children are taught the 
faith by word and deed.
We live in a society that has consistently undermined the place of the 
family, and where some portray it as unnecessary. Pray that as 
Christians we can defend family life as something established by 
God from the beginning for our good.
Pray for those who struggle because of their family situation, 
especially where there are relationship problems, for those with 
unbelieving spouses and for those who find it hard being unmarried, 
divorced or widowed.
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Are there particular challenges in your own home situation to living 
by this principle?

Teaching
In Eph 6.4 Paul tells fathers to instruct their children in the Lord.  Do 
you think this is what happens in most Christian households? (It is 
not certain but it seems that Timothy had a Greek father and was 
taught the scriptures by his mother and grandmother.)

What would you advise Christian fathers (or failing them mothers) to 
do to live out this calling?

Children love to ask questions. How does Exodus 12.26 suggest this 
can be used to teach? (See also Ex 10.2, 13.14, Deut 6.20) Are 
there things that can be done in Christian homes to get them asking?

Being single
We are thinking about our home life whatever our situation, and 
many live alone, either because they are unmarried, divorced, or 
widowed. What would you see as the advantages for Christian 
discipleship of being single?

An American theological lecturer, Howard Hendricks (not as I once 
claimed in an article Howard Hendrix the science fiction writer) 
apparently said “If your Christianity doesn’t work at home, it doesn’t 
work, don’t export it.” Was Hendricks right?

From Matt 6.4-6 & Heb 4.12-13, why does what we do in private 
matter?

How did we see this concern for what we do in private, rather than 
just what others see, when we looked at being a Christian in the 
workplace? (In particular Col 3.23-4.1.)

In the home
Read Ephesians 5.22-6.4 (or if you don’t have much time just 
verses 22, 25, 1 & 4)
What fundamental principle do we see for our home life from these 
verses?

How did we see this same principle in our study on the workplace?


