
Vision
Study 12 : Obedience

Obedience :  Being faithful to Christ regardless of the cost.
(St James Vision document.)

1. The Cost of Discipleship 
Read Luke 14.25-33

When you became a Christian did you have any idea of the cost?  
Was it something people spoke about?

Do you think it is something we should spell out more when people 
are exploring faith, or is it best kept quiet until they have understood 
what God has done for them in Christ?

If we read and indeed teach from the Bible consistently and faithfully 
do you think we can go far before we encounter the cost of 
discipleship?

In what ways has following Christ involved cost to you?

Why did Paul consider it a cost worth bearing?
Look at two or three of the following to see the different ways in 
which Paul we gain, despite the cost. (2 Cor 8.9, Eph 1.6-8, Eph 
1.18, Eph 2.6-7, Col 1.12, Col 2.2-3, Col 3.23-24, Phil 3.7-8, 2 Tim 
4.7-8).

Prayer
Pray especially for persecuted Christians around the world who are 
bearing a great cost for following Christ.  If you have it available use 
the paper provided by Ann Parker with requests for those under 
persecution.
Please continue to pray for the Passion for Life mission before 
Easter next year, for Vinny Commons, all the practical preparation, 
for individuals and especially that through it people would come to 
faith in Christ.
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November 2013



If you find it difficult to know then read Philippians 2.6-8 and reflect 
for a while on what the eternal Son of God gave up for you.

Despite the cost, what did Christ nevertheless gain (Phil 2.9-11)?

Go back now to Luke 18. What does Jesus tell Peter (v29-30) is to 
be gained, despite the cost?

What was it that prompted the young man to approach Jesus? What 
was he looking to inherit?

How do the words of Jesus in Mark 8.36 reflect on the decision the 
young man took?  Have you settled the answer to Jesus’ question in 
your own heart?

3. How much he must suffer 
Read 2 Corinthians 11.23-28
In what different ways did Paul bear the cost of following Jesus?

From Acts 9.16 how much do you think Paul was aware of from the outset 
of the cost he would bear in following Christ?

Have there been particular things that have been especially hard, or 
has caused you to wonder at times whether it is worth it?

2. The Greatest Thing
Read Luke 18.18-27
If you didn’t know what Jesus was going to say how would you have 
answered the question in verse 19?

This is a difficult passage because none of us has done what Jesus 
told this young man to do. Indeed, although Peter says he has left 
everything we later find him returning to his fishing nets for a while 
(Jn 21) and his wife accompanied him in his ministry (1 Cor 9.5). 
How would you therefore explain why Jesus said what he did, and 
what that means for us?

When it came to the crunch and the young man had to choose 
between Jesus and his possessions which did he choose?

When Peter had to choose (cf Jn 21.19) between following Jesus 
and giving up all in death which did he choose?

If such a stark choice was presented to you which would you 
choose?


