
Vision
Study 11 : Fellowship

Fellowship :  Living as a family and household of faith.
(St James Vision document.)

This study will look at the idea of koinonia in the Bible. The Greek 
word koinonia is most often translated as fellowship, but sometimes 
as communion, partaking or sharing.  We will be looking at quite a 
few individual verses.  In Latin koinonia was most frequently 
translated by words like communio from which we get common, 
communication, commune and  community.

1. Fellowship with God
As Christians we often pray “the grace” together.  Have you ever 
stopped to think what it is we are saying? (2 Cor 13.14)

What do we ask for one another regarding fellowship and what does 
this mean?

What do the following verses say about our fellowship with God and 
again do you think this means?
2 Peter 1.4
1 Corinthians 1.9

1 Corinthians is written to a church, so the ‘you’ in verse 9 is plural. 
Did you read this verse as being about you as an individual or us as 
church?

5. Sharing in suffering
In 1 Cor 12.25-26 Paul says that the parts of the body should have 
equal concern for one another and that “if one part suffers, every part 
suffers with it”. (See also Rev 1.9 & 2 Cor 1.7) How do you see this 
happening in the life of a local church?

Is our fellowship in one another’s sufferings related to our fellowship 
in the sufferings of Christ?  (cf Phil 3.10 & 1 Pt 4.13)

Does this shed any further light on what it means to have fellowship 
in the body of Christ and the blood of Christ?

Prayer
Pray for those who are suffering for Christ that through the fellowship 
of prayer they would know that they are not suffering alone.
Pray that we might find practical ways to express fellowship together.
Pray for our fellowship in the gospel, for a common mind, and that 
we would find joy in working together.
Continue to pray for the working out of our church vision, and 
especially for the Passion for Life events before Easter next year.
Give thanks for those growing in faith and pray that we would be able 
to share with them in the joy of the knowledge of their salvation.
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As we seek to share our vision as a church and work together to 
accomplish it how do you think that will affect our fellowship? (Or if 
you want a more abstract question - is fellowship built up more 
effectively by being together or by working together?)

4. Sharing
In Acts chapter 4 we find the early believers sharing (koinonia) 
everything with one another (this is not the same as saying that all 
things were corporately owned as the CofE’s Article 38 wisely 
observes).
How should our fellowship as believers be expressed in sharing 
together?

What specific examples does Paul give in Romans 12.13 and 15.26? 
Who is sharing and who is being shared with.

In what ways are we sharing like this at St James and is there more 
we could do?

We are not a big church and yet we are probably above average 
size. There are likely to be members who you only know by sight and 
you have never talked to. Does fellowship decline as size increases?

How does our fellowship with God mean we have fellowship with one 
another?

2. Communion
Read 1 Corinthians 10.14-22
Most English translations use a different word in this passage to 1 
Cor 1.9 or 2 Cor 6.14, yet it is the same Greek word. What does it 
mean to say that we have fellowship in the body of Christ and the 
blood of Christ?

What things does Paul say we cannot have fellowship with because 
we have fellowship with Christ?

3. Partnership
The word koinonia can refer to a business association and is used as 
such in Luke 5.10 of the four fishermen, James, John, Peter and 
Andrew.  But it is especially used to describe the church, as those 
who have fellowship one with another because of our fellowship with 
God.

How essential is it for a church fellowship to have shared beliefs? (cf 
Titus 1.4)  What problems are likely if we don’t have a common faith?

In what circumstances do you think it is necessary not to have 
fellowship with others? (cf 2 John 11 & 2 Cor 6.14)
Do you think of yourself as being a partner in St James and a partner 
in the gospel?  (cf 2 Cor 8.23, Phil 1.5)


