
Vision
Study 10 : Worship

Worship :  Enabling worship to be uplifting and God-focussed.
(St James Vision document.)

What is worship?
How would you define worship?  What is it?

David Peterson (former principal of Oak Hill College) has written 
“Acceptable worship is an engagement with God on the terms that He 
proposes and in the way that He alone makes possible.”  Discuss.

Worship covers:
• homage/adoration (eg Gen 24.26-27 & Ps 95.1-7) which includes 

singing praise;
• service of God (Ex 3.12, Josh 24.14-18): and
• respect for God (reverent fear) (Job 1.1, Eccl 12.13).

How do these three aspects feature in your own walk with God, in your 
personal devotions and in our meetings together in church?

In this study we will be thinking mostly about our worship as a congregation 
when we meet together. Whilst we often slip into thinking of worship as 
signing praise this is only one aspect of our worship together and indeed 
praise is only one of several purposes in our singing together.

How does the fact that we are worshipping together affect the type of 
songs and hymns we might sing?

Do you think you are more likely to find worship uplifting because of 
the words or because of the music?

What do you think Paul means in 1 Corinthians 14.15 when he says 
“I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my mind”? (Compare 
John 4.24.) How important is it that we understand the words we are 
signing in worship?

Prayer
Pray for Phil Garrett as he prepares our 10.30 liturgy each week and 
for the music group as they lead in praise.
Give thanks for the many people who join us for worship.  Pray that 
they would be convicted of sin and would truly fall down and worship 
God as a result.
Pray in particular for the opportunities that our Christmas services 
will present, including the school carol service and end of term 
service.  Pray that the worship, the message proclaimed and the 
welcome received would all help to draw people to Christ.
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What does Paul want unbeliever to be convinced of by worship? Do  
you think this should be part of our concern for visitors too?

Why, as Paul asserts, will the conviction of sin lead someone to 
worship?

Singing
We sing hymns, psalms and spiritual songs for various reasons:
• to teach (2 Tim 3.16)
• to admonish one another (Col 3.16)
• as prayer (Acts 16.2 - literally “praying hymns”, the ‘and’ in the 

NIV is added)
• out of joy (Jas 5.13)
• as thanksgiving (Heb 13.15)
• because He is worthy to receive glory (Rev 5.12)
Do you have a favourite hymn or spiritual song (this week)? How 
would you classify it using the above list? Is it the words, a particular 
association from the past, the tune or something else that makes it 
your favourite.

In your group run through your answer to the above question.  
Between you have you covered some things in the list above more 
than others? Are there any items you have not covered at all and if 
so can you think of hymns/songs that fit these.

People clearly have different tastes in music, how does this influence 
our worship together, as compared to our worship in private? Do you 
think there are styles of music that are more appropriate for worship 
than others?

Acceptable Worship
Read Matthew 15.7-9
In verse 9 Jesus paraphrases Isaiah 29.13. What do His words 
suggest about the relationship between our lives and our worship?

When you meet with others week by week for worship how much do 
you think beforehand about your own life and worship?

We often have visitors at St James including family members, those 
coming in baptism parties, and so on.  Many of these will not be 
Christians. Do Jesus’ words mean that we are encouraging hypocrisy  
by encouraging them to worship?

The Westminster Shorter Catechism famously says that the chief 
end of man is “to glorify God...” (citing 1 Cor 10.31 & Rom 11.36). 
What does this imply about worship and our purpose as human 
beings?

Outsiders 
Read 1 Corinthians 14.23-25
The problems in the Corinthian church over tongues and prophecy 
were a concern for Paul partly because of the impact on unbelievers 
who might come in to the meetings.

Do you think some people who visit our services think we are mad?


