
Vision
Study 8 : Gifts

Gifts :  ! Identifying and enabling people to use the gifts God has 
given them in His service.

(St James Vision document.)

Paul particularly writes about gifts in 1 Corinthians 12 (which will be the 
passage used in the sermon on this subject) and Romans 12.

Belonging together
Read Romans 12.3-8
How easy do find it to have a “sober judgement” of yourself? (Of 
course if you are not very good at this you may not realise that you 
are not!)

Paul particularly says that we should not think of ourselves more 
highly than we ought. Why is this not the same as playing down our 
gifts?

Which would you say is more likely in a church, people thinking they 
have gifts that they don’t have, or people being reluctant to use the 
gifts they do have?

If unwillingness to admit to having gifts is one reason why people 
don’t always take on areas of service, are there others?

It may be reading too much into Acts, but can you look back at your 
own Christian life and see how you got involved in areas of Christian 
service and through that discovered or developed gifts, which you 
then began to use in other areas of service?

Identifying gifts
Discuss the following ways of identifying and developing gifts.  How 
effective is each one?  How well do we fare at St James?

• Help someone to have sober judgement of themselves - and so 
recognise the gifts they already have.

• Dump someone in the deep end of Christian service and see what 
gifts come to the surface.

• Having prayerfully identified areas of service, pray that God would 
give the gifts needed for the work.

Prayer
There a number of areas of ministry in St James where we need 
people take on particular roles.  Please pray that the Lord would 
raise up people for these tasks giving them the gifts, time and 
commitment.
Pray for the task of identifying gifts, and necessary spiritual maturity.
Pray that as we explore our vision, and the work God has called us 
to, more people within the church fellowship would be enthused and 
inspired to get involved in areas of service.
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When the role description for these new posts are drawn up in verse 
3, what things are mentioned? How do these relate to the task they 
were being asked to do and how you answered the last but one 
question?

In church life today, how important is it that those who are asked to 
take on roles and responsibilities have the same qualities as 
mentioned in verse 3? Are there some roles for which you would 
think this is more important than others?

If someone is on the fringe of the church, perhaps exploring faith, or 
coming for some reason but without apparently having made a clear 
commitment to follow Christ, should we ask them to get involved in 
areas of ministry? Or, should we only ask those who have clearly 
made a commitment?

It is possible that you got involved in church work before you really 
came to a clear faith in Christ. If so, then are there any lessons you 
would draw from that? Was that a good thing that helped you in 
coming to faith? Were there any potential dangers?

Take a quick look at Acts 6.8-9 and Acts 8.5 (this is the same Philip 
as Acts 6, commonly called Philip the evangelist, rather than Philip 
the Apostle). Notwithstanding the ministry entrusted to Stephen and 
Philip, what do we next find each of them doing?

In accordance with our vision regarding gifts (see the start of these 
notes), how can we help one another in forming a sober judgement?

The main thrust of this passage in Romans is about the diversity of 
gifts. What does Paul say about diversity and its benefits in verse 4 
to 6?

In preparation you might like to read 1 Corinthians 12.12-27 which is 
on the same theme of diversity and unity.

In 1 Corinthians 12.7 what does Paul say is the purpose of gifts?

Gifts and service
Read : Acts 6.1-6
We looked briefly in the previous study at this passage. What was 
the area of need which the church was seeking to meet in verse 1.

From what we are told in verse 1 alone, what gifts would you have 
said were needed in those who took on this ministry?

In what way do we see a diversity of gifts at work in these verses, 
and how does that help the body of believers as a whole?


