
Vision
Study 5 : Prayer

We continue looking at our church Vision document. Previously we 
focussed on “to win peopl for Christ” whilst this term we will consider 
how “to build them up in Christ”.  There will be a sermon on each of 
the subjects.
Prayer : Encouraging prayer for all areas of our work, and 
seeing regular prayer as a mark of mature faith.

(St James Vision document.)

Personal Prayer
Read Matthew 6.6-7
Whilst we read of Jesus going by himself to pray we also find him 
praying aloud in front of others. If Jesus is not forbidding public 
prayer what is he warning against and what does it suggest about 
the place of private prayer in the life of a Christian?

Why do you pray?

What sort of things can stop us from praying?  Are there particular 
things you struggle with?

Do you think having a habit of daily prayer is a good thing to ensure 
we are disciplined?

• Reciting a prayer most people know. (Apart from the Lord’s prayer 
are there any your group all know?)

• The leader writes their own prayers and reads them.
• Biddings are given, asking people to pray for a particular matter, 

after a short time the leader gathers the prayers together, possibly 
with a written prayer or collect.

• Responsive, where after each section the leader says something 
like “Lord in your mercy” and the congregation respond “hear our 
prayer”.

• By affirming the prayer using the Hebrew word “Amen”, meaning, 
“truly” and hence “so be it”.

How easy do you find it to pray when someone else is leading? Are 
there particular forms of prayer listed above that you find easier or 
some you find more difficult?

Given what we saw in Matthew 6 are there particular dangers for the 
person leading in prayer?

Pray Always
Read Acts 16.13-25

Find the three verses where prayer is mentioned in this passage.

What were the different places and occasions?  We are not told, but 
what do you think was the style of prayer in each case?
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Why do we pray aloud together?

Is it harder to pray aloud in a group rather than on your own?  Why?

Have you ever heard the radio quiz, Just a Minute? The guests have 
to speak for one minute without hesitation, deviation or repetition. 
Does praying aloud in a group sometimes feel like that?

How important do you think it is for Christian couples and families to 
pray together at home? Are there any particular difficulties with this?

To what extent is praying with children also a means of teaching 
them how to pray? (The prayer in John 17 was recorded in order for 
us to learn from it.) How do we make sure that we don’t end up 
lecturing children rather than calling on the Lord?

Praying in Church
What particular practical issues are there when praying together in a 
larger meeting such as our church services?

You may remember two years ago we looked at Solomon’s prayer.  
Read 2 Chronicles 6.12-13. What practical problem did Solomon 
solve in leading the whole congregation of Israel in prayer?

Prayers in Church can be led in various ways.

• Extempore prayer, where the leader prays, as it were, freestyle.
• Reading together from a book, sheet or screen.

Do you use prayer diaries and lists, such as our church one?

Is there a danger that it can become routine so that we grow stale in 
prayer?

How to Pray
When people feel stale in prayer they often want to find new 
techniques, and many books offer such.
Read Luke 11.1-8
What led the disciples to ask “teach us to pray”?

What techniques did Jesus teach the disciples in these verses?

What is Jesus particularly teaching us in verses 2 to 4?

What is He particularly teaching in verses 5 to 8?

Praying Together
Read John 17.1
This shows that Jesus’ teaching in Mtt 6 was not intended to stop 
people praying aloud.


