
Vision
Study 4 : By this all will know

In our Vision document, under “to win people for Christ” we have 
said that our aim is to be a church showing compassion to the 
community around us.  And under “building people up in Christ’ we 
have also said that our goal is that we should be loving our 
neighbours and doing good to all.
Do you think the first part of this is right? Can we win people for 
Christ by showing compassion?
Is compassion in any way cheapened if we have an ulterior motive, 
ie trying to win them for Christ? How do you think non-Christians see 
this?

Words or deeds
People often refer to a saying of Francis of Assisi “Preach the gospel 
at all times. Use words if necessary.“  Do you think this is possible?
How can people understand the gospel without it being explained?  
What did we see in our previous study from Romans 10.17?
The words attributed to Francis are not in any of his written works, or 
in any early works about him.  The possible source is his Rules for 
the Friars of 1221.  Rule 17 states : “Let none of the brothers preach 
contrary to the form and institution of the holy Roman Church, and 
unless this has been conceded to him by his minister. But let the 
minister take care that he does not grant this leave indiscreetly to 
anyone. Nevertheless, let all the brothers preach by their works.”  
This has a somewhat different purpose and meaning though the final 
sentence is important.
For some people today speaking about their faith at work can cause 
problems, and in many countries it is forbidden. In such situations 
how can our lives bear witness to our faith? How far can actions 
alone go and when must we speak?

Pray
If there are particular things that hinder our witness then pray for 
these.

Pray that God would give us compassion for others.  Pray particularly  
that like Jesus our compassion would be both to do them good, and 
to point them to the Shepherd (Mtt 9.36).

If you are someone who finds it easier to do good than talk about 
Jesus then pray that God would give you compassion for lost souls.

If you are someone who finds it easier to talk about Jesus than to 
love your neighbour then pray for compassion like Jesus’.

In March some people from St James are going to be trained to run 
the CAP Money course (CAP = Christians Against Poverty). Please 
pray for this new initiative and as we plan the first one or two 
courses. Pray also for guidance about how and when this might be 
extended to offer more help to those struggling with debt.

Pray for our pastoral care of the elderly and housebound in our 
congregation and those who visit them regularly.

Pray for other local initiatives such as Help the Homeless and Street 
Pastors, and that God would guide us if there are other things which 
we as a fellowship can and should get involved in at this time.

The Challenge
You may need to take time to think more about and pray about the 
challenge you were set in the last study. 
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Does this have application today to our own work as a Church?

Vision - showing compassion to others
To win people for Christ - Our aim is to be a church showing 
compassion to the community around us.

In Galatians 6.10 Paul says that as we have opportunity we should 
do good to all.  We will return to this later in the series.  Our concern 
here is to think about how through showing compassion we can help 
to win people for Christ.

What opportunities do we currently have as a church or as 
individuals to show compassion to those around?

Remembering what we saw in a previous study, that faith comes by 
hearing (Rom 10.17), how well are we taking these opportunities?

Loving one another
In Galatians 6.10 Paul said we should “especially” do good to the 
family of believers (more literally it reads “the household of faith”).

Read John 13.34-35.  How does our love for one another help in 
winning people for Christ?

What things make love difficult within a local church?

For the things you have just listed, how does the example of Christ 
(v34) help us?  Remember, he has loved you.

Are there any particular things in our church fellowship that are 
hindering people from knowing that we are Jesus’ disciples? If there 
are it would be best not to dwell on them now, but we should make 
them a priority for our prayers.

In what other situations can our works bear testimony to our faith?
In what ways can they give us opportunities to explain the gospel?

Motives
Read Galatians 6.8-10
To  whom should we do good?
What do you think the ‘especially’ of verse 10 means in practice?
What motives might we have for doing good to all?
If you have time the following passage will give some ideas:
Deuteronomy 5.16
Leviticus 19.18
Matthew 14.14
Luk 6.35
Matthew 7.12
John 15.12
Colossians 1.10
(Note: The New International translation of Gal 6.8 suggests that one 
motive is to please the Spirit but this is not an accurate translation 
and is not followed by other translations. Nevertheless, it is a good 
motive.)
Which of the motives you have listed are shared in common with 
atheists? Does being a Christian give these a different slant?
Which motives specifically reflect our faith in Christ?

The greatest good
Read Matthew 16.26 - what is the best thing for a person in this 
world? What therefore is the best good we can do for someone?

Read Acts 6.1-4 - What were the different aspects of the work the 
church was trying to do in Jerusalem?  What difficulty and tension did 
this create? How did they solve the problem and with what result?


