
Vision
Study 3 : Faith comes by hearing

Whoever believes on him
Read : Rom 10.11-17
These verses were written specifically about the rejection of the 
gospel by most of the people of Israel although they can be applied 
to any and all people.

From verse 13:
This verse would make a good text for a three point sermon! Pick out 
the three points:-
• Who does the verse apply to?
• What must they do?
• What will be the result?
This verse therefore contains one of the simplest and most 
straightforward statements of the Christian faith. But most of you 
reading these notes have a good understanding of the faith and the 
words Paul uses. Put yourself in the shoes of someone who has little 
or no knowledge of the Christian faith. Would they understand the 
answers to questions above?
How would you expand on this simple statement in order to explain 
more fully what Paul says?
To what extent would your explanation depend upon to whom you 
were speaking?

Look at verses 13 and 14 together:
Go backwards through these two verses and pick out the things that 
someone needs to know and accept in order to come to faith in 
Christ. (If this doesn’t make sense the leaders will have the answer.)

Prayer
• Pray about what you have just been discussing.
• Pray that individually we might have opportunities, and courage, to 

tell people the message.
• Pray that as people hear, so they would listen, and that God would 

be pleased to open their hearts to believe.
• Pray for the outreach through school, Crew, toddler group, baptism 

and funeral ministry, Sunday services and any other opportunities 
we currently have as church.  Please also pray for the holiday club 
in the week after Easter.

An aside on Mysticism
Some claim that the true knowledge of God cannot be gained by 
understanding but by the suspension of understanding. This leads to 
mysticism which is a feature of many religions and influences some 
churches. The aim of mysticism is to disengage the mind in an 
attempt to experience God.
Paul writes in his letters about at least one deep religious experience 
but he seems to have seen this as personal and was reluctant to say 
too much about it. When it comes to evangelism, and indeed to the 
meetings of the church, his desire was that people you have their 
minds in gear and engaged.
The mystic will say that God is beyond human understanding, which 
of course is true. But the Bible tells us that God has created us, and 
He has clearly created us as beings who communicate through 
language. What is more from the beginning He has spoken to the the 
people He created. Language does have its limitations but we have 
every reason to think that what we need to know about God can be 
communicated by words and understood by us, because that is how 
God has made us.
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Don’t forget that the author of Romans, Paul, was an Israelite who 
rejected the message about Christ at first.

Vision
Sharing the faith can be done in any number of means:
What opportunities do we have as individuals?
What outreach organisations are you or others in church involved in? 
How do they seek to ensure that people hear the message?
What ways do we currently have through the ministry of St James 
church in which people can hear the gospel message?
In our Vision Document we have said that:
Our aim is to be a Church having regular evangelistic activities and 
publicising both the message of the gospel and the work of the 
Church.
How well do you think we are doing in meeting this aspiration?

A Challenge
I want to give each house group a challenge; to organise an event, 
whether for the group and their friends, or wider, during which non-
Christians can hear the message about Christ explained. There are 
a myriad of ways in which this could be done (many probably 
involving food) but I hope that through the group leaders we can co-
ordinate things a bit.
I am not setting a timescale but should warn you that I am planning 
to shuffle the groups about again for the duration of the Lent Course 
so after the next study it is possible you will not meet together as a 
group until after Easter. Therefore I suggest you brainstorm at this 
meeting, pray and think over the coming week, and then talk some 
more next week. 
Read Romans 10 verse 15 again and remember that what you are 
undertaking is beautiful in the sight of God, and indeed of those who 
will respond to the gospel.

How does this help us to know what we should be telling people in 
order that they can understand the gospel?

In the previous study we looked at some of the different words for 
telling people the message about Jesus. At the end of verse 15 the 
word translated as “preach” is like a herald proclaiming a message.

Look at verse 17
Can someone believe in Christ if they have not heard about Christ?
Think about your family, friends and neighbours. In what ways could 
they hear the message about Christ?
Could they hear the message from you?

In the first study we looked at some of the commands to tell people 
about Jesus. Here are a few more you might like to look at if you 
have time:  Matthew 24.14, Mark 13.10, Mark 16.15.

Hearing but not receiving
What does Paul say in Romans 10.16 about how the message was 
received by some?
It can be easy to get discouraged when telling others about Christ. 
Because we understand how much Christ has done for us and how 
undeserving we are of God’s grace it is hard to understand why 
others can be so apathetic about or hardened towards the gospel.

Read Matthew 10.3-9 and 18-23.
What is the seed we have to sow?
Should we expect that all the seed sown will grow to full ripeness?
Why do some people not hear?
Why do other people appear to hear but not fully grow?


