
The Shepherd Boy King
Week 10

Handing on the baton
This study covers 1 Chronicles 23-29 as David prepares to hand 
over to his son Solomon including preparations for the Temple which 
would replace the earlier Tabernacle (Tent). There will be a sermon 
on chapter 29. 

1. If you knew you only had a short time to live is there anything 
particular you would want to do?

2. Much of David’s reign had been marked by conflict and war and 
God called him a “man of war” (1 Chron 28.3) but by the end there 
was peace. How would you have felt having lived to see peace 
established but knowing that you would not live to fully enjoy it?

3. David’s final work includes ordering the worship, army and civil 
service for the peaceful years to come. List some or all of the tasks 
in the following verses in 1 Chronicles:
• 23.28
• 23.30
• 24.1 & 19
• 25.1
• 26.12
• 26.20
• 26.29
• 27.1
• 27.16
• 27.25-34

Read Matthew 20.25-28
15. Some of our political leaders are called “minister” (and “prime 
minister”), a Latin word meaning servant. Do you think they see their 
role as service and is it how others see them, or are they more like 
the “leaders of the Gentiles” Jesus describes?

16. What about you? How do we make sure that we see our life as 
service of God?

Read Matthew 20.29-31
17. We have seen how David ultimately failed to live up to his calling 
and the same would be true of Solomon. How do these two lots of 
verses in Matthew show us “son of David” doing what Solomon 
would fail to do?

Pray
Give thanks for the many different roles which people do in the life of 
St James and pray that where we have present needs people would 
be “willing”, and have the “skill” to serve.

Pray for those going to the Keswick Convention in July, that the 
teaching, activities and opportunities for fellowship would be a great 
encouragement and build them up in Christ.

Pray for the diocesan Crossroads mission in September and events 
being held locally. 
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4. Looking at the list do many of them appear to have been chosen 
because of particular skills or spiritual gifts?  (Although note what 
David also says about the Priests & Levites in chapter 28 verse 21.)

There are extraordinary spiritual gifts in the Bible, including Bezalel 
who was specially gifted to lead in making of the Tabernacle (Ex 
31.2-3), but more often people are just called to use their ordinary 
God-given skills and abilities in His service. 

5. Can you think of particular areas of the work of St James where 
we are short-handed? (We do pray for these occasionally using the 
prayer diary.) Are there jobs you could do?

David’s charges
Read 1 Chronicles 28.1-8
6. In what different ways does David witness to the fact that though 
he is king it is the Lord who is in charge?

7. Who is David instructing here and what is the heart of what he 
tells them to do?

8. What does David say will happen if they keep God’s commands 
and what do we see happening later in the Old Testament?

Read 1 Chronicles 28.9-21 (or 9-11 & 20-21)
9. What practical preparations did David make, in this passage and 
earlier, for the beginning of Solomon’s reign

10. If you could pass on one material thing to your children or to a 
future generation what would it be? If you could pass on one piece of 
advice what would it be?

11. What condition does verse 7 say that God attached to the 
continuance of the line of David and Solomon?

12. What three words (i.e. verbs) in verse 9 summarise what David 
tells Solomon to do when he is king?

13. What do you think David means by saying “know the God of your 
father”?

14. Solomon was going to be king, what temptations would he face in 
this role? How would David’s advice, if followed, help him?


