
The Shepherd Boy King
Week 9

Past problems & preparing for the future
This study covers 2 Samuel 20,21 & 24 plus 1 Chronicles 22-24 
although once again we will only look at a few passages.

A Famine
Read 2 Samuel 21.1-2
1. What was the reason for the famine being endured by Israel? Can 
we still draw links today between national calamities and the 
judgement of God?

2. How did David find out the cause of the problem? Where have we 
seen him doing this before?

3. The background to this incident is in Joshua 9.3-19 where, 
centuries before Saul, a promise had been made to the Gibeonites 
by Israel. Saul had broken that promise. What does this imply about 
the importance of keeping our word?

4. The Bible puts a lot of store on being truthful (eg Eph 4.25) and 
meaning what we say (eg Mt 5.37). Why do you think this is? Why 
was the keeping of oaths so important in the Old Testament?

Preparing Solomon
Read 1 Chronicles 22.6-13
16. Having realised that this was the place where the Temple was to 
be built David decided to make further preparations (described in 
v1-5) but why was he not allowed to begin the actual building?

17. How did David attempt to prepare Solomon not only to be King 
but to be a fit builder of the Temple?  What specifically did he tell 
Solomon to do and why was it important?

Pray
Pray for our national leaders over the coming months as decisions 
are take about a new Prime Minister and preparations are made to 
leave the EU. Pray that our leaders would be concerned to honour 
God’s commands.

As we look at possible building work at St James, particularly to 
provide better toilet facilities, pray for all the practical steps required 
to gain permission for this and for the resources (ie money) to go 
ahead.

Give thanks for all the leaders of our children’s groups and the 
children who attend week by week. Pray that as the young people 
choose books at the prizegiving these would be read and would 
encourage them to walk in Christ’s ways.
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5. What was it that led Saul to strike down the Gibeonites?

6. Why do you think the remaining Gibeonites had not complained 
about this injustice? Who brings attention to the injustice in 2 Samuel 
2.1-2?

7. Some suggest that Joshua’s campaign to destroy the Canaanites, 
including Gibeon, was the result of racial hatred. But the Bible tells 
us it was God’s judgement on centuries of sin (Gen 15.16). How 
does this incident in 2 Samuel show again God’s concern for justice?

Read 2 Samuel 21.3-6 & 14
8. Seven grandsons of Saul were handed over to the Gibeonites who 
executed them. This looks harsh to us but how does it underline the 
seriousness of what Saul had done, and what does verse 14 show 
us about God’s response?

Preparing the Ground
Read 1 Chronicles 21.18 & 22-25
9. What was it that caused David to buy this plot of land from Ornan 
the Jebusite? (David had captured Jerusalem from the Jebusites 
early in his reign).

10. As a result of what happened at Ornan’s threshing floor what did 
David decide about the place? (1 Chron 22.1)

11. Why was this place historically significant? (See 2 Chron 3.1 & 
Gen 22.2)

12. Over the following centuries many more sacrifices would be 
made at this spot but what sacrifice would also take place near here 
just outside the city wall?

Read Hebrews 13.10-14
13. How does the sacrifice of Jesus differ from those which took 
place in the Temple?

14. How does this passage also reflect Jesus’ teaching that to follow 
Him is the way of the cross?

15. Why does Jesus’ death mean that the the city of Jerusalem and 
the Temple are no longer significant in the same way?


