
The Shepherd Boy King
Week 8

The Sword in the House
This study covers 2 Samuel 5 to 19 and Psalm 3. If you read them 
carefully you will see that we learn quite a lot about the individuals 
concerned. There are no sermons planned on these chapters. 

Judgement
Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, 
because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your wife. 2 Sam 12.10

Read 2 Sam 15.1-7
1. Absalom was the natural heir to the throne why then do you think 
he acted when he did to seize power? What was wrong in what he 
did, particularly compared to how David treated Saul?

2. How was Absalom’s rebellion a fulfilment of the word of God in 2 
Sam 12.10? If this was God’s doing does that mean Absalom was 
not responsible for the wrong he did?

3. Have you ever complained about politicians today being 
concerned with style rather than substance or of distorting facts to 
win votes? How did Absalom go about winning the hearts of the 
Israelites? (v6)?

16. Are there situations where people have to act in a public role in a 
way they would not in private?

17. David’s treatment of Absalom show us the complexity of making 
moral decisions in a fallen world. Was David right to want to spare 
Absalom or was Joab right to kill the traitor before he caused more 
trouble?

18. David also forgave Ziba and Shimei. What New Testament 
teaching do we have that reminds us of the importance of being 
willing to forgive and continuing to do so?

Pray
Pray for those in roles such as magistrates, judge, the police and 
military whose roles under God is to uphold law and order despite 
their own feelings and failings.

Pray for our politicians that they would act with honesty and integrity 
putting substance before style.  Pray for a proper respect in our 
society for those in authority.

Give thanks for the opportunity of the Summer Fair. Pray for all the 
preparation, the tracts given out, the folk who come along and indeed 
that the money raised would be used wisely in the Lord’s work.
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4. Given that David was the Lord’s anointed and so often saved 
Israel from their enemies why do you think so many turned so readily  
against him?

Hopeless or Humbled?
Read 2 Sam 15.13-16
5. David had won many battles. Would he not have been better off 
shutting himself in Jerusalem and fighting there? Why do you think 
he fled so quickly?

Read 2 Sam 16.5-14
6. Are the accusations of Shimei fair?

7. How was Shimei acting not only against David but against God 
(cf. Ex 22.28)? In the light of this was Abishai’s wrath justified (if not 
necessarily his proposed course of action)?

8. Why did David accept the reproach of Shimei? (He was willing 
neither to stop it, nor later to punish it.)  How does he recognise the 
Lord’s hand in what happened?

9. How did David turn this painful experience into a spiritual lesson? 
Do you think you would have responded in the same way?

Read Psalm 3
10. How does David describe his troubles in the Psalm?

11. How does the Psalm show David’s deep trust in the Lord despite 
the troubles he faced?

12. Even as David fled Jerusalem he sent his friend Hushai (and 
others) back (2 Sam 15.32-end). What did he hope to gain from this 
and what does this show about whether David had given up?

13. In the providence of God how was Hushai instrumental in saving 
David when Ahithophel counselled an immediate pursuit? (2 Sam 17)

Forgiveness
14. Absalom was guilty of treason and had previously murdered his 
brother. In the light of God’s commands how should David, as King, 
have responded to Absalom’s treachery? How do we see David 
responding as a father?

15. What effect do you think the fact that David himself had been 
forgiven his sin had on his desire to treat his son gently?


