
The Shepherd Boy King
Week 6

Beginning to Reign

The Ark
Read 1 Chronicles 13
1. What did David do when deciding whether to go and collect the 
Ark? What did he not do that we have seen him do several times 
previously when faced with decisions?

2. How was the Ark carried and how did that compare to what God 
had commanded Israel (see Numbers 4.15 & 7.7-9)? 

3. Uzzah apparently acted out of a good motive in steadying the Ark.  
But how had the failure to obey God’s command created the problem 
that brought Uzzah into a dangerous situation?

4. How did David respond to the death of Uzzah and was he right to 
respond in this way?

15. What do you think David means when he adds the further point in 
verse 3 that he wants to show “the kindness of God”?

16. In what ways has God been merciful to you? Does that motivate 
you to be merciful to others? Are there situations where it is hard to 
show mercy?

17. What additional reason do we see from 1 Samuel 24.21-22 for 
David acting as he did towards Mephibosheth?

Pray
Assuming you are meeting before they happen please pray for the 
Walking Day on June 26th and Summer Fair on July 2nd. If you are 
praying afterwards give thanks for these things and pray for their 
impact.

Pray for our worship, individually and as a church, that we might 
know the balance between reverence and joy.

Pray for the Diocese-wide Crossroads Mission on the second 
weekend in September and for the plans for events locally and 
further afield. Pray that the gospel would be faithfully proclaimed and 
that people would call upon the name of the Lord and be saved.
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5. The death of Uzzah highlights the strong warnings given by God 
about approaching Him improperly. Do you think there is any lesson 
for us here in our attitude towards God?

6. Despite his anger and fear why did David decide to move the Ark 
again (see 2 Samuel 6.12)? 

Read 1 Chronicles 15.2 & 11-15
7. What lesson had David learned and what did they do differently 
the second time?

8. In this incident how do we see that the blessings of God are not 
deserved, and yet often follow obedience, or perhaps can be 
hindered by disobedience?

Read 2 Samuel 6.16-17 & 20-23
9. The loss of the Ark 75 years earlier had been a cause for great 
distress (cf 1 Sam 4) and its return a cause for great rejoicing. Why 
was the Ark so important for the people of Israel?

10. This was an spontaneous action by David. Are there things that 
would make you leap and whirl before the LORD (assuming your 
joints and muscles would still allow such things)?

11. We saw previously how Michal loved David and  protected him 
from her father Saul. What did she think when she saw David, now 
King, doing what he did?

(Michal said that David uncovered himself, if she meant he was 
naked it was an exaggeration because we are told that David was 
wearing a linen ephod, a bit like a nightshirt.)

12. The actions of David, especially contrasted with Michal, show His 
love for the Lord and His joy at the Lord’s blessings. Do you think 
there is any lesson for us here in our attitude towards God?

How does your answer to this question fit with your answer to 
question 5?

Mephibosheth
Read 2 Samuel 9.1-8
13. What reasons did David have for completely eliminating the 
family of Saul?

14. Why did David instead want to show them kindness? See also 1 
Samuel 20.15-17 (note that the ESV’s “steadfast love” translates the 
same Hebrew word as “kindness” in 2 Sam 9.1).


