
The Shepherd Boy King
Week 1
The Lord looks on the heart

This is the first of ten Bible Studies on the life of David. There will 
also be sermons beginning in June and the Bible studies will not 
necessarily cover the best known incidents (eg. the slaying of 
Goliath).
There is an introductory leaflet and a suggested Bible reading plan.

Read 1 Samuel 8.4-9 & 19-22
1. The Book of Judges (which precedes 1 Samuel historically) 
seems to suggest that not having a king was a bad thing for Israel. 
What then is the problem in Israel asking for a King?

2. Why was Samuel upset by what the people said to him? (v6) What 
did he do in response to what was said?

3. We often ask ‘why me?’ when bad things happen to us. What do 
we really expect God to do when we say this?

4. What would life be like if God intervened every time we did 
something that might harm us?

We will see in these studies how Israel, Saul and David had to live 
with the consequences of their actions.

16. What situations can cause jealousy in the family, workplace or 
recreation?

17. What situations can cause jealousy in churches and why?

18. Are there ways in which we can make ourselves more like 
Jonathan and less like Saul? (cf. James 3.13-18) (Don’t forget what 
we also saw in question 2.)

Pray
Pray against the dangers of jealousy. If there are situations where 
you are tempted to be jealous like Saul or to feel affronted or rejected 
as Samuel seems to have done then pray for this too.

Pray for our national leaders remembering that there is often truth in 
the saying that we get the leaders we deserve.

Give thanks for our Queen as she approaches her official 90th 
birthday. Pray that this would be a good opportunity for outreach.

Pray for the terms ahead in the life of our church and school. 
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5. What does this incident show about the heart of the people of 
Israel?

Read Romans 13.1-2
6. We seem to enjoy complaining about our rulers and in verses 10 
to 18 Samuel had warned Israel that there would be a downside of 
having a King. In the light of Romans 13.1-2 is it right to complain in 
this way and what should our attitude to our rulers be?

Read 1 Samuel 15.1-3 & 9-23
You may find this a difficult passage because the Lord commands 
the utter destruction of the Amalekites. But remember this is an act 
of judgement and stands as a warning that sin has its consequences 
and there will be a day of judgement.
7. This is not the first problem with Saul but what did he do wrong 
here?

8. What further light does verse 12 shed on Saul’s character?

9. Saul defends his action. What does he claim was the motivation 
for doing what he did, despite what God commanded?

Do you think he was telling the truth in this, or trying to cover 
himself?

10. If Saul was telling the truth then he is putting his own ideas and 
logic above God’s commands?  In what ways can we be tempted to 
do the same thing?

11. What does this suggest about what is most important - human 
reason or the Word of God?

12. If  you were drawing up a job description for a ruler today, what 
would you put down as “essential” and what would be “desirable”?

13. Samuel was sent by the Lord to anoint one of the sons of Jesse 
as King, but didn’t know which one at first. What does 1 Samuel 
16.6-7 suggest about the most important quality of a King?

14. How does this compare with the person description for a church 
leader given in 1 Tim 3.2-7?

Read 1 Samuel 18.1-9
15. Saul had been king for about 25 years and Jonathan was heir to 
the throne when they meet David. How does their attitude towards 
David differ and why?


