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2 : Isaiah 49.1-13

Read Isaiah Chapter 49 verses 1 to 13.
1. How does the slightly alarming picture of the servant in verse 2 
compare and contrast with what we read in the first study in chapter 
42 verses 2 to 3?  Do you think these things fit comfortably together?
What do you think it means that Christ, the Servant, has a mouth like 
a sharp sword?

2. This image of Christ is used three times in the book of Revelation. 
Take a look at Revelation chapter 2 verses 12 to 17.  What was 
wrong with the church at Pergamum?  What were they told to do 
about it? What is being threatened if they do not?

People often find it difficult to understand the role of Christ as judge. 
He did not come to judge (Jn 12.47) but people condemn 
themselves by they way they respond to Him (Jn 3.18). We also see 
his sharp tongue in the way he dealt with, for example, the 
Pharisees. But, as we say in our creeds, He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead (Acts 10.42).

The servant
3. Who is the servant in verse 3? But what is the servant to do for 
Jacob and Israel in verse 5? (Israel was the name God gave to 
Jacob the son of Isaac.)

4. Some, including most Jews, understandably think that the Servant 
is therefore the people of Israel.  This makes sense of verse 3, but 
how does it fit with verse 5?

Thinking around
17. What is the implication of verses 1 and 5 of Isaiah 49 for the 
relationship of God to a child forming in the womb? (Verse 1 literally 
translates as “The Lord called me from the womb”.  Other passages 
you could consult are Psalm 139 and Luke 1.39.)

18. Do you think this relationship has any bearing on the issues of 
abortion and embryo research?

19. What do you think of the present legal position of defining a time 
before which it is acceptable to destroy the coming to be child in the 
womb and beyond which it is unacceptable?

Praise
Your group may wish to sing a song or hymn praising God for grace 
and mercy to the nations (that includes us). Or you could read 
together the Song of Mary (Luke 1.46-55 - God's blessing to Israel) 
and the Song of Simeon (Luke 2.29-32 - God's blessing to the 
nations).

Prayer suggestions
Pray again that we might be the light of Christ to the gentiles. Pray 
for particular initiatives and opportunities we have as a church.
Pray for our forthcoming Easter services and a response to the cards 
we will deliver round the parish.
You could use Jesus’ prayer in John 17.20-23 as the basis of your 
own prayer for both our spreading of the message and unity.
Pray for groups trying to raise awareness about the consequences of 
Abortion and change  the law.
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(To some extent Isaiah divides into three parts revealing the 
Messianic King, the Suffering Servant and the Anointed Conqueror. 
Chapter 49 is in the second part and yet it also gives us a glimpse of 
the third theme. In preparation you might like to look at Philippians 
chapter 2 verses 6 to 11 and see how this pattern is seen there too.)

12. The prophesies of Isaiah were given in part for the benefit of 
those who would live during and after the later collapse of Israel and 
Judah (eg. Daniel and Esther).  How would the promises of Isaiah 49 
verses 8 to 12 have helped them through that time?  In what ways 
do the future promises in the Bible help you during difficult times?

New Testament Fulfilment
Read Acts chapter 13 verses 44 to 48.
13. Acts chapter 13 verse 47 is our motto text for 2013.  Do you 
remember from the “motto text sermon” what is unusual about the 
way Paul and Barnabas use Isaiah chapter 49 verse 6?  How does 
this fit with the relationship we saw earlier between Christ and His 
people?

14. If Christ’s work was mainly to the people of Israel, how was it to 
be extended to the nations?

15. What implications does this have for our work as Christ’s people 
today?

16. If you have time, or in preparation, read 2 Corinthians chapter 5 
verse 18 to chapter 6 verse 2.  Where is Paul quoting from in verse 
2? Do you have the same sense of urgency that Paul expresses at 
the end of verse 2?

5. We are therefore drawn to see that Servant is not actually the 
people but rather represents the people. When we turn to the New 
Testament we find that it describes a similar relationship between 
Christ (the Servant) and His people. How is this relationship 
described in each of the following passages?
• John chapter 15 verse 5
• 1 Corinthians chapter 12 verse 27
• 2 Corinthians chapter 5 verse 17

Too small a task
6. What is said in our passage about the Servant’s ministry to Israel?

7. What does Jesus say in Matthew chapter 15 verse 24 about the 
focus of his ministry?  How do you think this is reflected in what is 
described in the gospels?

8. What is said in the passage in Isaiah about the Servant’s ministry 
beyond Israel?

9. Why do you think verse 6 says it is too small a task for the Servant 
to restore Israel? What does this imply about the Servant?

10. What hints are there in the gospels that, despite what Jesus said 
in Mtt 15.24, His work would be far greater than just Israel?

The suffering servant
11. There was no mention of the suffering of the servant in the 
passage we looked at in the first study.  What indications are there 
here that the Servant will accomplish his work through suffering?
What indications are there in these verses that after suffering the 
servant will be vindicated?


