
The Word became Flesh
John chapter 1 Bible studies
& Bishop Julian’s vision document
Week 4

Read John 1.28-36
1. What does John the Baptist mean when he says that Jesus is the 
Lamb of God? 

2. Look up one or more of the following passages. How do lambs 
feature and in what way do they therefore point to Jesus?
Genesis 22.8

Exodus 12.3-8

Isaiah 53.7. 

3. What do you think John means by saying that Jesus takes away 
the sin of the world?  Does this mean that all people are forgiven 
because Jesus died?

4. The fact that Jesus died for the sin of the world but not all are 
saved through Him is expressed in the words we use at most of our 
communion services. Have you spotted how this is expressed?

Our policy is to require people to attend for three months (more than 
half of enquirers drop out at this point) and to attend a short course 
which explains the gospel using “2 ways to live” and relates this to 
the baptism service. Our service is intended to make the point that 
we are not saved by baptism alone but by faith in Christ and that 
children should be brought up that they might trust in Christ for 
themselves.
14. Does our policy genuinely give us opportunities to share the 
gospel or does it compromise our message?

15. How well do we as a church and individuals welcome those who 
come along for baptism and particularly those who may have had 
little or no previous contact with a church?

Pray
Pray for all involved in the youth and children’s work at St James and 
that we would be able not only to speak of Christ but give children 
and young people a good example of what it means to follow Him?

Pray for Pat and Amanda who do the baptism preparation and for 
those who have had children baptised, both those who have 
continued in fellowship and those who have not.

Pray for the forthcoming Lent Groups, the opportunity to get to know 
and share with different people, for those who will lead and for David 
in preparing the material and sorting out the practicalities.
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5. The other three gospels all describe what John the Baptist refers 
to in verse 32.  See for example Matthew 3.16-17. How did this 
incident help John to understand who Jesus is?

Read Matthew 11.2-6
6. Why do you think John later had doubts, or at least questions, 
about Jesus?  How did Jesus answer John’s doubts?

7. John the Baptist describes Jesus as “the Son of God” (John 1.34). 
What do you think John means by this? Is it just a way of saying “a 
godly person” or is it more specific than that?
In what we have seen so far in John chapter 1 how has John the 
gospel writer explained what this means?

Where are we heading?
From Bishop Julian’s vision document
Promote children and youth work (point 5)
As explained at the last Central Meeting, on average in the Church of 
England 14% of those in worship are under 16. An average church on a 
Sunday has 43 adults and 7 children. At St James just over 25% of those in 
worship on a Sunday morning are under 16 (which is higher than in the 
general population).

8. Why do you think we have so many more children in church than the 
national average?  (This is something to celebrate.)

9. How do we ensure that this continues?

10. How well do you think we are doing at equipping parents to bring up 
their children in the way of the Lord?

Are flexible about patterns of worship including our celebration 
of the Eucharist and are good at welcoming visitors.
11. To what extent do you think our Sunday meetings are for the 
benefit of believers and how much should they be geared to those 
exploring faith or for evangelism? How does the answer to this 
question affect what we do in our services?

12. Some churches have communion at pretty much every service, 
including funerals and weddings. Does this make it more difficult for 
visitors, or does it  not matter?

13. How good do you think we are at welcoming visitors? How often 
do you make a point of talking to people you don’t know?

Make the most of the opportunity of baptism preparation and 
follow-up.
Our practice at St James is based on the conviction that infant 
Baptism is Biblical. Yet many of us struggle when people who do not 
attend church want children baptised. The Church of England 
requires us to conduct such baptisms with certain provisos, including 
suitable preparation.


