
The Word became Flesh
John chapter 1 Bible studies
& Bishop Julian’s vision document
Week 3

Read John 1.19-27

1. Setting aside the good press given to John the Baptist by the four 
gospel writers, from what we know about his ministry do you think 
you would have been one of those who journeyed out into the 
wilderness to see and hear him?

2. What was it that made people wonder if John the Baptist was the 
Christ (Messiah), the Prophet or Elijah? What do you think they 
understood by these things?

You may wish to look up the prophecies about the prophet in 
Deuteronomy 18.15 and about Elijah in Malachi 4.5. (See also the 
note on the final page.) The prophecies in Isaiah 61.1 and Daniel 
9.26 refer to the “anointed one” which is what Messiah/Christ means

Read Isaiah 40.1-5
3. What does this prophecy seem to be about?

Note : The ministry of John the Baptist as the fulfilment of the 
prophecy regarding Elijah takes some unpacking.  Although John 
denied that he was Elijah the Angel Gabriel had declared that John 
would go before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah (Lk 1.17).  
Moreover, Jesus seems to say that John is Elijah (Mtt 17.10-12) and 
so the fulfilment of the prophecy in Malchi 4.5. The prophecy in 
Malachi is therefore not regarding Elijah himself but one in the spirit 
and power of Elijah and John the Baptist fulfils that prophecy, though 
John is not Elijah himself.

Pray

Pray for courage in evangelism, that we would not be ashamed of 
Christ, or embarrassed by what people think of us, or indeed afraid of 
the consequences of being faithful.

Pray for Christians around the world who have been imprisoned for 
their faith and for those seeking to be faithful in countries where 
evangelism and proselytism is illegal.

Pray that we as a Church might not just be content as we are but 
want to see more people coming to faith, even if this disturbs the way  
we do things.
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4. When John says that He is “the voice” (Jn 1.23) in what ways was 
His ministry a fulfilment of Isaiah 40.1-5?

5. What does this show us about the identity of  Jesus?

The Baptist
6. Baptism is an ordinary Greek word meaning wash, dip or plunge. 
Ritual washing was part of the Old Testament law but how does 
verse 25 indicate that what John was doing was unusual, even new?

7. How does John’s response in v26-27 live out His ministry of 
preparing the way of the Lord?

8. Christian baptism is not an imitation of John’s ministry. The 
disciples of Jesus baptised people whilst He was with them (Jn 
4.1-2) and continued the practice as He commanded (Mtt 28.19). 
What is the significance and importance of baptism for us and how 
does this compare with John’s baptism?

Take a look at the different things said about baptism in Romans 6.3, 
Acts 2.38 and Colossians 2.12.

Where are we heading?
From Bishop Julian’s vision document
Unashamedly seek to bring others to faith in Christ (point 8).
9. Why do you think Julian uses the word “unashamedly”? Is feeling 
ashamed part of the reason we don’t share the faith when we 
should?

10. What do Jesus (Mk 8.38) and Paul (Rom 1.16 & 2 Tim 1.8) have 
to say on this?

11 In the second list in the document Julian says “Recover 
confidence in the Gospel for the urgency of evangelism.” Do you 
have a sense of the urgency of evangelism? Why/why not?

Plan to grow new congregations
12. The Church of England has seen steady long-term decline. How 
do you think this can affect the atmosphere in the organisation and 
local congregations?

13. How does planning for growth change our outlook and how might 
it affect the way we do things at St. James?

14. Are there any dangers in making growth a priority? Might we fall 
into the trap, as some suggest, of having a market approach to 
church, focusing on attracting people and on results rather than on 
faithfulness to Christ?


