
The Word became Flesh
John chapter 1 Bible studies
& Bishop Julian’s vision document
Week 2

Read John 1.15-18.

1. Pick out from these verses the main things that are said about 
Jesus.

2. In what different ways did John the Baptist and John the author of 
the gospel witness to Jesus?

3. John’s gospel is written by an eyewitness. How important 
therefore is the reliability of the Bible to the Christian faith?

4. Some would say that it is only some parts of the Bible that are 
reliable, but if that were so how would we decide which parts are 
trustworthy and which parts are not?

Aside: last week we looked at how John 1 refutes certain errors. An 
issue that surfaced in the early centuries of the Church was how the 
divine nature and human nature are found in Christ.
The Apollinarians said he had a human body but a divine soul.
The Nestorians said that he had two complete and distinct natures in 
one person (we might call this schizophrenia).
The Eutychians that he was a unique being, neither exactly God nor 
exactly man.
The orthodox teaching insists from Scripture that Jesus was fully 
God and fully man, two natures united in one person truly, perfectly, 
undivided and unmixed. (See for example The Church of England 
Articles of Religion no 2.) The early Christians said that unless Christ 
was fully man, He could not be the true substitute for our sin, and if 
He was not fully God, then His death was not sufficient for the sins of 
the world. They did not say that they understood all this fully, but saw 
it as what the Bible indicates.

Pray

Pray for our plans to hold joint outreach with parishes of Whittle, 
Heapey and Withnell in the first quarter of 2016. (Roger Carswell is 
booked for one weekend and we are waiting for news on a small 
team from Oak Hill College for a second weekend.)

Pray for the various ways in which we as a church and as individuals 
are engaging with our community and for opportunities to build on 
this.

Pray again for Megan, Bob and Ewan as they are confirmed at the 
end of the month and they would continue to grow in faith.
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5. Some in the group may previously have prepared a “testimony”; a 
short explanation of how they came to faith in Jesus and what that 
means in their daily life. Where does the balance come in John the 
Baptist’s testimony, and our own? How much should it be about 
ourselves and how much about Jesus? Does it matter if our 
testimony is unbalanced in one way or the other?

6. Suppose someone said Jesus is not truly the Son of God (even 
though verse 14 says He is). How might you use verse 16 to show 
that this is not just a matter of accepting what the Bible says, but the 
fact of Jesus sonship also changes our relationship to God?

7. How might you likewise use verse 18  to show how important it is 
for our knowledge of God that Jesus is the Son of the Father?

8. What do you understand to be the difference between law and 
grace (v17)?  Does this mean that the law given through Moses is of 
no interest or value to us as Christians?

9. How would  you explain to someone what it means to you as a 
Christian to have received grace and truth through Jesus (v17)?

Where are we heading?
From Bishop Julian’s vision document
Engage in meeting the needs of the community (point 9).
10. Does the fact that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us 
affect how we view our world, our communities, and those in need?

11. In our own church Vision we include “Loving our neighbours and 
doing good to all. ” How do you think we are doing in fulfilling this 
part of our vision?

Work collaboratively with neighbouring churches (point 10).
12. We don’t have a corresponding point in our own vision document 
but it is something we do to a greater or lesser extent with other 
churches in Chorley and the North-West.  We have particularly tried 
to work more closely with the parishes of Whittle, Heapey and 
Withnell. Is it fair to say that we need a shared vision in order to work 
effectively with others?

13. Are there particular ways you think we should be working more 
with other churches?


