
Intentional
Week 1

These studies are based on the book “Intentional” by Paul Williams. 
For the first study it will be necessary to have read the Introduction 
and chapters 1 and 2 (i.e. pages 9-33). The notes have been 
prepared using the ESV translation. 

Read Matthew 9.35-38 and pray that the Lord would send out 
workers into the harvest (even if that means us), that we might share 
the compassion of Jesus and that through these studies we might be 
better able to share the gospel with others.

Overcoming Fear
1. What sort of situations do you encounter where you can talk to 
non-Christians about your faith, or where people ask you questions 
about faith? Do you find it easy to talk in those situations?

2. Do you share what Paul Williams describes as a fear of telling 
people about Jesus? If so, in the list that Paul gives in the second 
paragraph on page 15, which things do you find particularly hard?

Read 1 Peter 3.14-15
This is a well known passage stirring us up to share our faith.

3. What reason did the first recipients of 1 Peter have to fear?

15. Look again at Acts 9.27. How long had Saul/Paul been a believer 
before he began talking boldly about Jesus? 

16. On pages 32 & 33 what does Paul (Williams) say about the 
second area of our confidence? What does Paul (the Apostle) say 
along similar lines in Romans 1.16?

Pray
If there were non-Christian family, friends or neighbours of yours who 
attended some of the Christmas services then pray for them and for 
opportunities for you to speak to them about Jesus.

Pray for our Real Lives Mission from 23-26 March with Roger 
Carswell.  Pray for opportunities to invite people and for the planning 
still to be done.

Look again at Matthew 9.35-38, pray for conviction, compassion and 
conviction. Pray that the Lord would send out workers into the 
harvest.

Pray for boldness and the Holy Spirit that we might speak God’s 
word (see Acts 4.29-31).
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4.  On page 18 of the book, based on Isaiah 8.12-13 what/who does 
Paul say we should truly fear and how is this backed up in 1 Peter 
2.17?

5. Do you think you truly share this reverent fear of God which we 
also see in the early believers, for example in Acts 9.31?

6. Reverent fear shouldn’t turn us into spiritual jellies. What common 
word describes the way the followers of Jesus shared their faith in 
Acts 4.13, 9.27-28, 13.46, 14.3, 18.26 & 19.8, and how can that be 
the result of reverent fear?

The Three C’s
7. Look at the quotation beginning “I get so frustrated...” on page 22 
of the book. Is the experience there one you have shared? Are there 
particular times you can call to mind when it happened?

8. Paul describes how we often resort to “flight or fight”? Is this 
something you can see in yourself? Which are you more likely to do 
and why?

9. Paul’s first C is for Conviction (p24). If you were asked to write two 
or three sentences to explain the gospel what would you write?

10. Having written this down can you honestly say that you are 
convinced that this is true? What is the reason for your answer?

11. The word gospel means good news (euangelion in Greek) but it 
has another side as Paul alludes to in the third paragraph on page 
24. How is this negative side of the gospel described in the following 
three passages:
! Matthew 10.14-15

(Jesus said this soon after the words we read at the start.)
! Mark 16.16

! John 3.36

12. Are you convinced that what the Bible says in these passages is 
true? Paul’s second C is for Compassion (p27). If you are convinced 
do you care enough to do something about it?

13. Paul’s third C is for confidence (p29). First he says this is about 
knowing how to answer questions. Are there particular questions you 
have been asked which have stumped you? Make a list of these as a 
group as we will aim to come back to some later in the studies.

14. Are there areas of the Christian faith which you don’t feel you 
understand very well for which you would appreciate more teaching 
on a Sunday or midweek meeting?


