
Gospel Words
Week 1 - Sin

In these studies we will be exploring the good news by looking at five 
words (and related ideas) in Romans chapters 1 to 5. Why not set 
yourself the task of reading one chapter each week.

Diagnosing the problem
1. If you went to see the doctor with a problem and he or see sent 
you for surgery or prescribed medication without even trying to find 
out what your problem was what would be your reaction?

2. What do you think of the following claim by Professor Jim Packer?
“Apart from the first two chapters of Genesis, which set the stage, 
the real subject of every chapter of the Bible is what God does about 
our sin.” 

3. What was the heart of the devil’s promise to Adam and Eve in 
Genesis 3.5?

Read Romans 1.18-32
4. Our word for this week is “sin” but we are looking at related ideas 
like “unrighteousness” and “trespasses”. How does Paul explain the 
human problem in verses 19 to 21?

Read Romans 7.14-24
16. We have seen in this study the diagnosis of our spiritual 
sickness. In chapter 7 Paul appears to be describing his own 
experience. Does it also reflect your own experience of sin?

17. Understanding his spiritual sickness how does Paul describe his 
feelings and how does this compare to what you said in response to 
question 15? Is this a feeling you share?

In the following weeks we will see the wonderful cure for our spiritual 
sickness.

Pray
Pray that the Holy Spirit would convict the world regarding sin and 
righteousness and judgement (Jn 16.8) so that people would see 
what is wrong and seek the Saviour.

Pray that in those areas where in recent years our nation has 
deliberately set itself against the commands of God, people would 
see the consequences of this and that the hearts and minds of our 
leaders would be changed.

Pray that in sharing the gospel, whether one to one or through 
preaching, we and others would have confidence to speak about the 
reality of sin and its consequences.
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5. According to verses 22-25 how was man’s disregard for God 
worked out in practical ways?

6. What does Paul include in his catalogue of unrighteousness in 
verses 26-32?

7. In the light of this how does it make you feel to say that all have 
sinned? (Rom 3.23, 1 Kings 8.46, Ps 14.3, 1 Jn 1.8 etc) Have you 
always thought this way or would you have seen it differently in the 
past?

8. What phrase does Paul use in each of Rom 1.24, 26 &  28, what 
does this mean and where will it lead?

Ignoring the truth
9. What do you think are the consequences for individuals or 
governments of failing to take account of this fundamental fact of 
human nature, that we are all sinful?

Read Luke 18.9-14
10. What did the Pharisee not understand about himself and what 
does Jesus say is the result of this?

11. How do Jesus’ words tie in with what Paul writes in Romans 2.1? 
What does this suggest about the problem of being religious without 
properly understanding our problem as human beings?

The consequence
12. What do the following verses say are the consequences of sin?
  Rom 1.32, 5.12 & 6.23

  Rom 1.18 & 2.8

God’s Law
13. The Law (the commands of God through Moses) helps us to see 
how to live as God wants but what does Rom 3.20 say the Law also 
does and what does this mean?

14. Can someone who doesn’t know the Bible know about God or be 
guilty of sin if they have never heard His commands? (Rom 1.19-20)

Who will deliver me?
15. Have you ever been to the doctor, or known someone who has 
been, and received bad news? What does it feel like in this situation 
to be told what is wrong?


