
Giving an answer
Week 5 : Evidence for the resurrection

The resurrection of Jesus is perhaps the most important part of 
gospel preaching in the New Testament.  We are going to look at 
four passages where this is mentioned.

Read 1 Cor 15.1-8
1. What evidence does Paul give here for the resurrection?

2. Do you think this works the same today?  Are there particular 
problems with people believing this today that did not exist in Paul’s 
time?

There are many books that look at the evidence for the death and 
resurrection.  A classic is Who Moved the Stone? by Frank Morrison 
published in 1930 and still in print.  A more recent example is The 
Case for Christ by Lee Strobel.
3, Was settling questions like this important in your own coming to 
faith?

4. Were there any books or people who particularly helped you? 
Have you read anything along these lines more recently?

A Question :
Hasn’t science disproved the Bible?
This could be quite a broad question covering a whole range of 
issues. It may come as a blunt statement that “science has disproved 
the Bible”. 
A first response might be to ask them to give you an example. What 
sort of things do you think people are likely to offer?

If you challenged the person to prove that science has disproved the 
Bible how far do you think they would get? Is this likely to be 
something they have thought about or is it something they have 
heard others say, perhaps on the telly?

How would you answer?

Pray
Pray for those who have a particular ministry in evangelism and 
apologetics and in particular for Vinny Commons who shared with us 
in the recent mission.
Pray for summer camps where there are opportunities to share the 
gospel and encourage young people in faith. Pray that the evidence 
for the gospel would be presented in words and lives.
Continue to pray for individuals to come to faith and that the Holy 
Spirit would convict them of truth, break down the barriers, and bring 
them to new life.
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5. In what sense can it be said from v1-2 that the Corinthians 
themselves were evidence for the gospel?

Read Acts 5.27-32
Notice in this passage, and the next, that word witnesses (martrys) 
again.
6. What two witnesses does Peter mentions here?

7. What do you think Peter means by saying that the Holy Spirit is a 
witness?  Is he referring to particular signs, or to the inner testimony 
of the Spirit?

8. How is this witness received by the council?

9. Why do you think some were convinced by the evidence but not 
others?

Read Acts 10.39-45
10. What evidence does Peter offer here for the truth of the 
resurrection?

11. What other witness is mentioned and how  important is it that we 
make use of this witness in telling others the gospel?

12. From what Luke tells us it is difficult to know the exact impact of 
this message had Cornelius, his family and friends. What does verse 
33 imply about how fertile the ground was for the preaching of the 
gospel?

13. How do we see the Holy Spirit at work in this event?

Read Luke 16.19-31
14. What is the particular problem that Jesus is addressing when he 
tells this little story?

15. Although we shouldn’t miss the main point of what He says what 
significance does this have to how people received both the witness 
of Scriptures and of the resurrection?

16. Question 5 from last week was : “People sometimes say that if 
they saw a clear sign or miracle they would believe. Why is this not 
necessarily so?” How does what Jesus says here affect the answer 
you gave then?


