
Giving an answer
Week 2 : The heart of the problem

Read 1 Corinthians 2.12-14
1. What does verse 14 tell us about the spiritual understanding of a 
“natural person”, that is someone without the Holy Spirit?

2. What needs to happen before someone will accept the wisdom of 
God?

3. What implication does this have for handling questions people 
ask?

(If you look on to chapter 3 v18-23 it has more to say on wisdom.)

Read Romans 1.16-23
You may have touched on this passage in the first study.
4. What are we told is the heart of the problem of unbelief?

5. Do you think verse 19 is a fair statement?

A question : If God is the creator all things, does that mean he 
created evil?

18. How would you answer this question?
Don’t forget to consider why someone is asking it. Might there be 
something in their past that makes this particularly difficult?
Try to think about how you might move from the question to your 
reason for hope, but also to confront their spiritual state and their 
belief that they can sit in judgement on God.
Remember to answer “with gentleness and respect”.

Pray
Pray for the Walk of Witness, for opportunities for conversation with 
those walking with us and with people on the street, that people’s 
words of testimonies would be heard, and that the tracts we 
distribute would be read.
Pray for people who do struggle with the question of evil and God’s 
goodness, but remember that it is God who is the judge of all the 
earth.
Pray for preparations for the Summer Fair and again for opportunities 
to build links with people in our community.
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6. If you think back to a time when you were not a Christian would 
you identify with what verse 19 says? How has your understanding 
changed?

7. According to the passage why do people suppress the truth?

Proverbs has much to say about the follow of knowledge without the 
fear of God. You might like to look up Prov. 1.7, 1.29 & 28.26.
8. How is God’s power seen in creation?

9. How is God’s power seen in salvation?

10. How do people come to faith?

11. If a person says, in effect, I will not believe until you answer my 
questions to what extent are they sitting in judgement on God? Is 
there a danger that just answer their questions reinforces the idea 
that we are the judge of all things?

Without hearing the gospel in some way a person cannot come to 
faith (Rom 10.14). People can believe without any need to answer 
questions (eg Acts 16.30) but often apologetics is part of the precess 
of evangelism. The danger is allowing people to think that they are 
sitting in judgement on God when the opposite is true.

A case study
Jesus responded to many questions, but mostly from people who 
were not atheists. He regularly responded to questions with 
questions, thereby turning the tables. He also shifted the discussion 
away from what was asked to the heart of the matter and so probed 
his questioners deeply. Though all the gospels include instances of 
this John has a few longer accounts of encounters.

Read John 4.7-26
12. What is the woman’s first question to Jesus in verse 9? How 
does Jesus respond in v10?  Would you say he answer the 
question?

13. How does this response move the conversation?

14. What two questions does she ask next (v11-12)?  Again does 
Jesus answer them immediately?

15. What is the result in v15 of the way Jesus deals with her and how 
does what follows expose the her own state and the truth about  
Jesus?

16.  In verses 23-26 how does Jesus provide answers to her first and 
third questions?


