
15. Verse 39 says they “did not receive what was promised”. Why not?

We are reminded here that the church, the assembly of God’s 
people, is not just those who have believed since Christ came.

16. When Christ comes again what will happen to those bones of 
Joseph we read about in the previous study? (See 1 Corinthians 
15.51-52 & John 5.28-29)

Pray
Pray that as we read the Old Testament in our own devotions and in 
church we would, amongst other things, learn from and be spurred 
on by the faith of those who have gone before.
Pray for our Easter services coming up, for the opportunities to think 
especially about all that Christ endured for our salvation and that His 
example would stir us to continue steadfast in faith whatever the cost 
to us knowing what is promised to us through Him.
Pray for the asylum seekers who have joined us recently, that they 
would receive a good welcome, fellowship, care, and a just outcome 
to their applications.
Pray again for our Holiday Club, that children would sign up and turn 
up, that the teaching would speak to them, that they would enjoy 
themselves and for families to join us for the special Sunday service.

David Phillips,
March 2019

By Faith
Lent Group 4
Hebrews 11.32-40
By verse 31 the Old Testament survey having only reached Joshua now 
speeds up and also includes events not mentioned in the Old Testament.

Read Hebrews 11.32-40

Made strong out of weakness (verses 32-35a)
These verses begin with four Judges of Israel who we will look at in our 
summer sermons. They trusted God and He did great things through them 
and yet they were also influenced by the ungodly times in which they lived.

Read Judges 6.11-16 (Gideon)
1. The Lord calls Gideon a “mighty man of valour” but how does he 
come across in these verses? How would you describe his faith?

2. Gideon in his doubts went on to ask for various signs, which were 
given. But what did God say He was going to do through Gideon?

3. From what God said would happen, or what you remember of 
what did happen, how was Gideon “made strong out of weakness”?

Read 1 Kings 17.8-15 (Elijah)
4. How did Elijah demonstrate his faith in this time of drought?



5. God had sent Elijah to the woman. How did she show her faith as 
described in these few verses?

6. Later, when her son died, the woman experienced a great miracle 
when he was raised to life. What was the reason for the miracle 
according to Heb 11? What do we see  in 1 Ki 17.24 of the woman’s 
faith after the miracle?

7. People often say that if they saw a miracle they would believe, but 
Elijah, like Jesus, openly did other mighty miracles but people 
rejected “the word of the Lord” in his mouth. Why do miracles mostly 
not convince people?

Faith through fire (verses 35b-38)
8. (v35) How does the mention of women who received back their 
dead lead into the theme of perseverance in faith despite persecution? 
Why does faith mean people are prepared to face torture and death?

Ancient Jewish tradition said that the prophet Isaiah was executed 
by King Manasseh by being sawn in two. Heb 11.37 seems to refer 
to and affirm this tradition. Isaiah also told his disciples to flee rather 
than die, saying“for me only has God mingled the cup” and that a 
mulberry tree by the Pool of Siloam marked where he died.

9. Do you think it would be harder to stand firm in faith on threat of 
death, or through some of the ongoing troubles described in the 
second half of v37 and v38?

10. Why do you think ongoing sickness or suffering seems to break 
the faith of some whilst strengthening the faith of others? 

11. Read Rev 2.8-10. What was the ongoing struggle being faced by 
the believers in Smyrna (v9)? What were some about to suffer? 
What promise were they given?

12. How would you have responded if you were in that church in 
Smyrna when that letter was read?

Commended through their faith (verses 39-40)
13. Back in verse 2 what does it say about why were people 
commended?

14. In our four studies what different ways have we seen people 
living by faith? Are there any examples that particularly help or speak 
to you?


