
Read Hebrews 11.17-19
The incident described here from Genesis is unexpected because 
God tells Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, though we know that all life is 
given and taken by God. Of course we also see it as prefiguring the 
death and resurrection of Christ.

14. Why, according to verse 17, might Abraham have objected to 
what he was told to do? What does verse 19 say about Abraham’s 
reasoning?

15. How does what Abraham did demonstrate his faith?

Pray
Keep praying for our mission events over the next few days. Pray 
that the Lord would be at work to bring people to trust in the His 
promises and find hope for the future through Christ.
Pray for our forthcoming children’s Holiday Club, for sufficient 
leaders and for Amanda and Claire as they prepare it.
Pray for our application for funding of a families minister as it is 
revised and resubmitted to the Diocese.
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By Faith
Lent Group 2
Hebrews 11.8-19
These verses concern the faith in God’s promises for which Abraham, 
Sarah and the “all” of v13 are commended.

Read Hebrews 11.8-10 & Genesis 12.1-3
Remember that God later changed Abram’s name to Abraham.

1. When you last moved house what was the reason for doing so? 
Have you ever moved because you were convinced that the Lord 
was leading you to do so?

2. What promises do we see God making in these verses from 
Genesis? From what you remember which of these promises did 
Abraham see fulfilled in his lifetime?

3. When God first called Abram (ie Gen 12.1-3) where was Abram 
told he was to go? How is this an example of faith as described in 
Heb 11.1?

4. How does Abraham illustrate that faith is more than just saying we 
believe? What was the cost for him in trusting God’s promise?



5. Can you think of promises that God makes to us in the Bible that 
we can see being fulfilled now and promises which are still for the 
future?

6. What sort of costs do or might we have to bear for following 
Christ?

Read Hebrews 11.11-12 & Genesis 18.10-12
7. What did God promise to Abraham and therefore to Sarai (later 
renamed Sarah)?  How did she first respond to what God said and 
why?

8. If you now trust the promises mentioned in question 5 can you 
look back to a time when you would have dismissed or mocked 
them? What changed?

9. What does Heb 11.11 tells us about how Sarah’s faith had 
changed? (Her change is implied rather than stated in Genesis.)

10. Read Genesis 21.1-2 & 6. How did Sarah see the promise of 
18.10 fulfilled and how did she respond? How do you think this is 
different to what we are told she had done previously in Gen 18.10?

The Hebrew name of the baby, Isaac, is formed from adding one 
letter to the front of the word “laughter” (v6) and means “he laughs” 
or possibly “the LORD laughs”. Abraham had also laughed at the 
promise in Gen 17.17.

Read Hebrews 11.13-16
11. How do verses 10 and 13-16 show that Abraham, Sarah and 
their descendants, were looking for more than just an earthly country 
or a city in this world?

12. Read Hebrews 13.14. Now that Christ has come how are we still 
looking for the same future as Abraham and the others? What do 
you think it means to live as “strangers and exiles” (11.13), desiring a 
better country (11.16) and looking for the enduring city to come 
(13.14)?

13. From Heb 11.15 what sort of things might cause us to return 
rather than going on towards the goal?


