
15. How did Noah’s faith therefore save him and his household?

16. What would have happened if Noah had said he believed God 
but not done anything about it?

As Heb 11.7 says righteousness comes by faith, and therefore not by 
works, but faith is not faith if it is not lived out.

Pray
Pray for our Mission events beginning on 16th March. Pray for the 
practicalities of the events and those speaking, pray for people to 
invite, that those invited would attend, and that the Lord would work 
in people’s lives to bring them to living faith.
Pray for our government and MPs as decisions are made about 
leaving the European Union.
Pray for Paul Hunter as he is licensed to minister in the parishes of 
Inskip and Copp and for the Diocese of Lake Rukwa in Tanzania and 
for the training work begun there by Paul.

David Phillips,
February 2019

By Faith
Lent Group 1
Hebrews 11.1-7
In these studies we will be looking at two questions, what is faith and how is 
it seen in those who “live by faith”? We will see how Hebrews 11 answers 
these questions but we begin with a warning and example of unbelief.

A warning about unbelief
Read Hebrews 3.12-19
1. What does verse 19 say was the reason why those led out of 
Egypt died in the wilderness and did not receive what God 
promised? How did that show itself (v16-18)?

2. What is the warning given verse 12? And what do we need to do 
instead (v14)?

Notice the word “confidence” (or something similar) in Heb 3.14. It 
translates the same word as “assurance” in Heb 11.1.

What is faith?
3. If you asked a random selection of people the question “what is 
faith?” what sort of answers do you think they would give? Do people 
think of faith as something certain or uncertain?

4. How would you answer the question “what is faith?” from the Bible 
without just quoting Hebrews 11.1?



Read Hebrews 11.1-3
5. Why in verse 1 (and 3.14) is faith associated with assurance, 
confidence, and conviction? What does this tell us about the nature 
of faith?

6. Read Hebrews 6.11-12. These verses refer to God’s promises 
(what He has said). How should faith in God’s promises lead to the full 
assurance of hope spoken about? Why do we also require patience?

7. In the ancient world, as today, there were various ideas about 
the origin or eternity of the universe. What does Heb 11.3 tell us 
about its origin? Is it possible to learn about this by simply looking 
at the universe? Why does it therefore require faith to understand 
what God did?

The people of old
Read Hebrews 11.4-7
The rest of this chapter, and our studies, are about the people of old 
who lived by faith. We won’t have time to look at them all and 
certainly not in detail. For several the Bible also tells us about their 
failings but following Heb 11.2 we will concentrate on their faith.

Abel - Read Genesis 4.1-8
Genesis does not explain why one offering was accepted and not the 
other. We can speculate but Hebrews provides the answer.
8. Was Cain right to react in the way he did? What does his reaction 
show about what was going on deep down in him?

9. What does Hebrews 11.4 say about why one sacrifice was more 
acceptable than the other?

Enoch – Read Genesis 5.21-24
10. The genealogy from Gen 5.1 builds to a climax in 6.5 showing 
how because of wickedness God determined to destroy mankind. 
What is said in the brief account to show that Enoch was different 
and, as Heb 11.5 says, pleased God.

11. As with Abel, Hebrews is explaining what is said in Genesis by 
going beneath the surface. What does it say about what made 
Enoch acceptable to God?

12. Why, according to Heb 11.6, is faith so important?

13. Enoch, and Elijah, alone in the Old Testament, did not taste 
death. How are they therefore an example to us of what it will be like 
for those believers who are alive when Christ comes again as judge?

Noah
14. When he began to build the Ark what reasons did he have to 
think it would be necessary? Was there any evidence from past 
experience or the world around?


